
BACKGROUND & REQUEST FOR FUNDING FOR SIDEWALK FRAMES 
 
From: Rob Carter [mailto:rob@addisoncounty.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, September 10, 2019 3:44 PM 
Subject: Sidewalk Frames 
 
To follow up on my update from earlier in the week, here are basic numbers for the purchase of 
sidewalk frames in which organizations can place their signs to promote local events. 
 
Flex Frame (http://www.marvolus.com/flex-frame.html) to hold 36”X24” signs. 
Price per frame - $85 (4 frames plus shipping = $512.60) 
These frames are made of steel and can be anchored with brackets and or bolts to a cement surface 
 
They hold coroplast signs that are 36”X24”, up to 3/8” thick, printed on both sides. 802 Print can print 
these at $89 for four signs, which is reasonable for a non-profit organization to purchase. They are 
sturdy enough to be reused from year-to-year if dates can be changed. 
 
If we decide to also place a sign on college property and/or at Marble Works, taking us to 6 frames, then 
the cost would go to $768.90. 
 
The Chamber is willing to take on the administration of these frames, with the organizations printing 
their own signs and placing them in the frames themselves. They would reserve the dates on our 
website as they do for the banners now, with a moderate admin fee (TBD) once we determine all of the 
elements. The Chamber is also willing to restart the Main St banner program after construction if there 
is still a demand for it. I suggest that we consider May to August as a trial period for the frames, to see 
how they work and if organizations are satisfied with the results. 
 
Please consider this proposal as you meet to distribute DIDC funds. 
 
Regards, 
Rob 

 
 
Here is Rob Carter’s summary of the concept developed by an informal group of parties 
interested in the banner (Sue Ritter of Middlebury College, Karen Duguay of BMP and 
Neighbors, Together, Amey Ryan of BMP and DIDC, Kathleen Ramsay and Beth Dow 
from the Town of Middlebury and, our fearless leader, Rob Carter of the Chamber of 
Commerce) over the summer: 
 
To summarize where we’re at, we will be suspending the Main St banner program from May to 
August of 2020. As an alternative, we will be locating sidewalk frames around town as a way for 
organizations to promote events in the area. The frames will be commercial frames but will be 
anchored by DPW. If the frames work well, then they could continue in use after construction as 
well. 
 
Today I met with Bill Kernan to look at possible locations for the sidewalk frames. We came up with 
4 to 6 places where frames can be positioned and anchored: 



1. In front of the town office, close to the current historical sign 
2. On the edge of the sidewalk in front of Two Brothers Tavern 
3. At the corner of Main St and Merchants Row, next to the building where the trash can 

current resides. 
4. In front of the Post Office, up against the flower bed near the handicap parking spot. 
5. It’s possible that we could place one in the Marble Works. 
6. It’s possible that Middlebury College could host a frame in the area around the green, 

perhaps closer to the ACTR bus hub. 
 
For each location we will work with the businesses near the sign to make sure there are no concerns 
about their location. These frames will not be up during the winter as they may impede snow 
removal and risk being damaged as well. 
 
The next steps are to write up a proposal for the town and DIDC, and then to order one sign to 
provide to DPW to make sure it can be easily anchored before ordering the remaining signs. Once 
we are sure of this option, then ACCOC will contact current banner users to inform them of the 
changes in 2020 and to make sure they will want to make use of the frames, and to put in place the 
reservation system for the frames. We hope to finalize the program by the end of October as we are 
already getting requests for next year’s banner program. 
 
Thanks again for all your help. 
 
Regards, 
Rob 

 
Rob Carter 
President 
Addison County Chamber of Commerce 
 
 


